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Tine introduction of desert-bred game birds from the L%ar T&t may be one answer 
to the need for better huntirg in the semiarid, over, -razed lands of the :2nericcan 
South.qest and the plai,ns of the inter-mountain region, +&e U. S. Department of the 
Interior believes. To investigate me possibilities in ~6s direction, the Xsh and 
Wildlife Service is sending its forei,gnLgune2G.rd specialist, Dr. Gardiner 3Qmp, t0 
Iran, Syria, Turkey and adjacent countries. 

Scheduled to leave the U. S. about 1&v 15, Dr. 3urrr, will spend six nontis in 
the Jear %st stidyiq the various game-bird species that have a?a>ted themselves to 
conditions of life in the rock"r, ari-l an5 bleak Lnds of that re,$on. 

Sot all of the Bear Dast is an oven-ho t desert, as some suppose, Fish and Vild- 
life Service officials point out. Farts of Turkey and Iran, for instance, have 
near-zero winters similar to tiose in Idizho. 

Dr. 3ump visited Scandinavia last year to investigate 'he black gronse and the 
large cczoercaillie, Specimens of these &me birds were brou.&nt to Wisconsin and 
liberated on Outer Island in Iake Superior. 3;ere the birds have spent the rinter 
under natural conditio,ns to test whether or not the;: can find suitable food, Twit& 
stand sub-zero temperatures, and keep away from predatoq birds ‘and mam~&Ls - all 
at the same time. If tie capercaillie and black grouse prove adaptable, Service 
officials believe they may m&e a fine addition to Americe~s game -oirds in marq 
northern forests. The pheasant, it was pointed out, is an exotic bird, brou$t from 
Asia, which has been outstandingly successful in filling a habitat-lliche not uK!ized 
by native game sioecies, 

The Lear I@st investigations this year will not be concerned v:ith migratory 
birds that would be difficult to control once introduced into America, Service 
Director Albert 1~:. Day said. He emphasized that any birds introduced must not be 
cornQetitors with native species nor likely to become an economic liability. T&l-e 
are, however, 22 species and suLs?ecies of arid-land ?;irds, and one or :~ore of them 
may offer possibilities for introduction. These birds range from s&Ll, see&eating 
quail to large turkey-sized bustards whose food includes grasshoppers, small snakes, 
lizards and rodents as well as plant leaves, bulbs and fruits. 

Research in tile Gear Cast will include field observations and collection of 
specimens. It is necessary to know what food the various species eat, their habits 
and habitats, the Q-pes of diseases or parasites they may suffer from, ti1Gi.r relat;ion 
and possible damage to agricultural crops, and +heir abiliQ to withstand huntirc 
pressures. Dr. &nip also will keep his eyes o;gen for desirable wildlife food >lants 
Lvhich might be introduced into tie U, S. +tiugh established plant introduction 
agencies. 
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